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Glossary of Impacts

Reference is made in this report to environmental impacts of various qualities,
significance, duration and types. These follow the relevant Environmental
Protection Agency guidance on the subject.

Quality of Impacts
Positive Impact

A change which improves the quality of the environment (for example, by
increasing species diversity; or the improving reproductive capacity of an eco-
system, or removing nuisances or improving amenities).

Neutral Impact
A change which does not affect the quality of the environment.
Negative Impact

A change which reduces the quality of the environment (for example, lessening
species diversity or diminishing the reproductive capacity of an eco-system; or
damaging health or property by causing nuisance).

Significance of Impacts

Imperceptible Impact

An impact capable of measurement, but without noticeable consequences.
Slight Impact

An impact which causes noticeable changes in the character of the environment
without affecting its sensitivities.

Moderate Impact

An impact that alters the character of the environment in a manner that is consistent
with existing and emerging trends.

Significant Impact

An impact which, by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity, alters a
sensitive aspect of the environment.

Profound Impact

An impact which obliterates sensitive characteristics.
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Duration of Impacts

Temporary Impact

Impact lasting for one year or less.
Short-term Impact

Impact lasting one to seven years.
Medium-term Impact

Impact lasting seven to fifteen years.
Long-term Impact

Impact lasting fifteen to sixty years.
Permanent Impact

Impact lasting over sixty years.

Types of Impacts

Cumulative Impact

The addition of many small impacts to create one larger, more significant, impact.
‘Do Nothing’ Impact

The environment as it would be in the future, should no development of any kind
be carried out.

Indeterminable Impact
When the full consequences of a change in the environment cannot be described.
Irreversible Impact

When the character, distinctiveness, diversity or reproductive capacity of an
environment is permanently lost.

Residual Impact

The degree of environmental change that will occur after the proposed mitigation
measures have taken effect.

Synergistic Impact
Where the resultant impact is of greater significance than the sum of its constituents.
‘Worst Case’” Impact

The impacts arising from a development in the case where mitigation measures
substantially fail.
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Preface

This Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Douglas Flood Relief
Scheme (including Togher Culvert) is contained in one volume and consists of:

Non-Technical Summary

EIS (main text)

Appendices
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